
J:\. Proc{amation 

Whereas, :After the first harvest in 1621, the Pi{grims gathered with their neighbors, the 
VVamyanoag :Native .:Americans, broke breac[, gave thanks ana cefebratea their freedom in 

P{ymouth, observing the first Thanksgiving in the .:American cofonies; an£ 

Whereas, 'During the .:American 'Revo{ution in :November 1777, the Continenta{ Congress 
yroc{ainiea a day of Thanlisgiving. Samue{ :Adams, a son of :.Massachusetts, wrote, " .. for 
so{emn thanksgiving and yraise, that with one heart an£ one voice the good yeoy{e may 

exyress the gratefu{ feefings of their hearts and consecrate themse{ves to the service of their 
aivine benefactor"; and 

Whereas, With the country torn by a civi{ war, .:Abraham £..inco{n urge£ his feffow .:Americans 
to gather an£ give thanks auring one of the most aifficu[t times of our nation's history. 

'Estabfishing Thanksgiving as a nationa{ hofiaay in 1864, £..inco{n wrote, "To these bounties, 
wliicli are so constant{y enjoy ea tliat we are yrone to forget tlie source from whicli tliey come, 

otliers liave been aaaec[, wliicli are of so extraorainary a nature, tliat tliey cannot fai{ to 
yenetrate an£ soften even tlie lieart wliich is habituaffy insensib{e to tlie ever watchfu{ 

yroviaence of .:A{mighty (joa'; an£ 

Whereas, In tliis season of tlianlis, we shou{c[ take tlie time to remember and reach out to our 
neiglibors in neec[, by yroviaing a lie{_ping hanc[, working in a Joo£ yantry or kitchen, aonating 

cfothing or vo{unteering in our communities; an£ 

Whereas, Toaay as famffies and frienas across tlie CommonweaCth an£ country gather 
togetlier, may we be minafu{ of our gifts an£ ta{ents, our bfessings, re{ationsliiys and gooawi{{, 

tlie yeace we enjoy, tlie fiberty we clierisli an£ the lioye we liave for a joyfu{ year alieaa, 

Now, Therefore, I, Cliar{es 'D. 13alier, <governor of tlie Commonwea{th of :.M.assacliusetts, ao 
liereby yroc{aim :November 22nd

, 2018, to be, 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

.'Ana urge a[[ the citizens of the Commonwea[th to take 
cognizance of this e-vent ana _participate fitting[y in its ovser-vance. 

(ii-ven at the 'Executi-ve Cham6er in 'Boston, this :fourteenth 1Jay of :No-vem6er, in the year two thousana ana eighteen, ana of the 
Inae_penaence of the 1.J.nitea States of .'America, the two liunarea ana forty-second: 

BY HIS EXCELLENCY 

CHARLES D. BAKER 

GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
KARYN E. POLITO 

NOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

ALVIN 

SECRETARY OF THE Co MONWEALTH 

(joa Save tlie Commonwea{tli of Jvlassacliusetts 


